
Oregon Human Development Corporation  
Latino Tobacco Prevention and Education Program 

Every year in Oregon , about 50 Latinos (as) die from tobacco use. Approximately 14% of 
Latino (a) adults smoke as compared to approximately 19% of the general population Na-
tionwide, lung cancer is the leading cause of cancer deaths among Latinos. Meanwhile, 
the tobacco industry is aggressively marketing their products to minority groups, low-
income communities, women, and youth.  Research indicates the tobacco prevention pro-
grams in our state and across the nation have succeeded in reducing the overall rate 
of smoking in the general population. As a result of the approved Ballot Measure 44 in 
1996, Oregon has been dedicating millions of dollars every year to statewide efforts 
to reduce the use of tobacco in Oregon. However, early mainstream programs failed to 
reach our most at-risk communities. 

 
In February 2004, the Oregon Department of Human Services awarded Oregon Human 
Development Corporation (OHDC) a grant to research and develop effective, cultur-
ally-specific strategies to influence Latino perspectives of tobacco. The overall goal 
of this program is to reduce and prevent tobacco use among the state’s Latino popula-
tion. Both OHDC and the Oregon Department of Human Services strive to eliminate the 
disparities in tobacco use and tobacco-related diseases in the Latino community. Cultur-
ally-specific approaches in our state’s tobacco prevention programs are critical to 
combating the tobacco industry’s marketing plans. 
 
Our Goals: 
 
• Identify and promote “best Practice” to prevent and reduce tobacco use  
• Develop and implement tobacco policies  
• Proved technical assistance and consultation to other organizations and programs 

involved with tobacco prevention and education  
• Provide cultural competency trainings 
 
 
Areas of expertise and experience: 
 
• Surveyed local Latino Neighborhood stores on tobacco sales  
• Conduct air monitor project with local Latino bars 
• Provide ta to Oregon tpep counties  
• Work with local Latino bars on new smoke free law 
• Working with migrant housing and low income housing to implement smoke free poli-

cies  
 
Ohdc staff serve on the following state tpep committees: 
• Multicultural tpep council  
• Tobacco education clearinghouse committee 
• Tpep training task force  
 



Communities in which we currently work: 
 
In order for our Statewide Hispanic/Latino Tobacco Prevention and Education Program 
to be successful, we need Hispanic/Latino community groups and health advocates to play 
an active role in tobacco prevention activities. Together, we hope to address these seri-
ous health issues that our Hispanic/Latino communities are facing, and reduce the rates 
of tobacco use among Oregon’s Hispanic/Latino population. Our partners include: 
 
• The national Latino council on alcohol and tobacco prevention  
• Tuality “salud” program 
• Virginia Garcia memorial health center 
• University of Portland 
• Portland state university 
• Portland community college 
• Oregon Latino cancer coalition  
• Oregon Latino health coalition 
• Hacienda community development corporation  
• Nuevo amanecer 
• Latino network 
• Multnomah community capacity program 
• Oregon community health worker program 
• Catholic charities 
• All ohdc’s regional offices  
 
Additional areas we want to reach within our counties: 
 
• Migrant health clinics  
• Public schools 
• Community colleges  
• Churches 
• Concerts, Fairs, and Festivals 
 
Important Facts: 
 
• The Oregon health teens data show 10% smoking prevalence among Latino( a) 8th grad-

ers and 12% among Latino (A) 11th graders 

• Every year in Oregon 977 Latinos( as) suffer from a serious illness caused by tobacco 
use.  

• $7.9 million is spent in Oregon every year on medical care for Latinos (as) for tobacco-
related illnesses.  

• $7.9 million in productivity is lost every year in Oregon due to tobacco-related deaths.  

• The 3 most common type of tobacco cancers among Latino men are lung , bronchus, and 
prostate. 

• Lung cancer deaths are about 3 times higher for Latino men than for Latina women. 

Contact information: 
Diana Ibarra 
Program Manager 
9600 SW Oak St. Suite 565 
Tigard, Or 97223 
503-452-6664 
dibarra@ohdc.org  
Www.ohdc.org  

¡Si Se Puede, Juntos Podemos! 
Eliminating Tobacco Use in our Latino Communities 


